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complete an exposition of the character and history of Gene- 
ral Scott, I feel that it will be best that I should refrain from 
entering into details, and conclude with merely seconding the 
Resolution. 

The Resolution was unanimously adopted ; the mem- 
bers rising when the vote was taken. 



DECEMBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting was held this day, Thurs- 
day, Dec. 12, at noon ; the President, Hon. Robert C. 
Winthrop, in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the Chicago Histori- 
cal Society ; the Mercantile-Library Association of New 
York ; the Essex Institute ; the Trustees of the Library 
of the State of New York ; the Publishers of the 
" Farmer and -Gardener ; " Count Adolphe de Circourt ; 
Mr. N. Broughton, jun. ; Mr. Edward Holden ; B. P. 
Johnson, Esq. ; James Lenox, Esq. ; Mr. George F. 
Stevens; and from Messrs. Green, Metcalf, Bobbins 
(C), Sibley, and Winthrop, of the Society. 

Mr. Lincoln (S.), Chairman of one of the Publishing 
Committees, having laid upon the table a new volume of 
the Society's Collections, containing the Hinckley Papers, 
and the second part of Niles's " History of the Indian 
War," it was voted, That the thanks of the Society be 
presented to Hon. Solomon Lincoln and the gentlemen 
associated with him in the preparation of this volume. 
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A communication from the Executive Department 
of the State of New York, proposing an exchange of 
speeches, pamphlets, and sermons on subjects connected 
with the Rebellion, was referred to the Committee on 
procuring Records of the Rebellion. 

Mr. Deane announced the death of Rev. Joseph 
Hunter of London, one of the Assistant Keepers of the 
Public Records, and a Corresponding Member of this 
Society, in the following remarks : — 

Mr. President, — I was not aware of the death of Mr. 
Hunter until informed of it a day or two since by yourself.* 
I knew that Mr. Hunter was getting to be an old man, that 
his health for some time had been failing, and that he had 
been gradually withdrawing, and, if I mistake not, had wholly 
withdrawn, from his post at the Record Office, where, for so 
many years, he had faithfully served the public, and inci- 
dentally the cause of antiquarian literature ; and, I confess, 
the news of his decease did not much surprise me. 

I do not propose to detain the meeting long on what I may 
have to say concerning Mr. Hunter. There are others here, 
certainly one, who knew him better than I did ; who has a 
better claim, in every respect, to speak of him ; and who, I 
trust, will pay that tribute to his memory which it so justly 
deserves. My only acquaintance with Mr. Hunter (for I 
never saw him) was through a correspondence I had with 
him for a number of years. I always found him kind and 
courteous, entering with readiness into every discussion or 
inquiry suggested, and ever free to render that information 
which he was generally so well able to impart. Mr. Hunter 
was a true antiquary. I remember he somewhere speaks of 
the peculiar office of the antiquary, as distinguished from that 



. * Mr. Hunter died on the 9th of May last, at his residence in Torrington Square, 
London, aged seventy-seven. 
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of the historian. It belongs to the antiquary, he says, to 
gather up the small facts of history, the fragments of truth ; 
and for this he was especially fitted. We would not deny 
to him — and his writings sufficiently indicate that he pos- 
sessed — many of the higher qualities of the historian ; but, 
as a gleaner in the by-ways of history, he was almost without 
a rival. He shed light on every topic which he investigated. 
I had long been familiar with Mr. Hunter as a writer. As 
early as 1814, there appeared from his pen an admirable 
dissertation in answer to the question, " Who wrote Caven- 
dish's ' Life of Wolsey ' ? " of which but one hundred copies 
were printed. It was subsequently prefixed to Singer's 
charming edition of Cavendish's Life ; the editor conceiv- 
ing it to afford " the best example of clear argumentative 
solution of a literary paradox, from circumstantial evidence," 
with which he was acquainted. It abounds in curious learn- 
ing, and should always be read in connection with the Life. 
A similar treatise of Mr. Hunter is prefixed to his edition of 
the " Life of Sir Thomas More," by his great-grandson, Cre- 
sacre More, published in 1828. There had been two editions 
of this Life published before, (the first in 1626,) in both of 
which it is assigned to a member of the family who could not 
have written it. Mr. Hunter, in answer to the question, 
" Who wrote More's ' Life of Sir Thomas More ' ? " restores 
the work to its true author, and affords some additional illus- 
trations concerning members of that family. In 1819, Mr. 
Hunter published his " History of Hallamshire ; " * and, ten 
years later, his " Glossary " of that region. Besides editing 
the " Diary of Ealph Thoresby," he wrote other works, which 
I will not now take up the time to enumerate. I will briefly 
refer to a series of " Critical and Historical Tracts," of some 
sixty to seventy pages each, published about ten years since, 



* " That part of the West Riding fof Yorkshire] which contains the parishes of 
Sheffield and Ecclesfield is known as Hallamshire." — Palronymica Britatmica, p. 144. 
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which afford abundant illustration of his character as a true 
antiquary. One is entitled " Agincourt : a Contribution to- 
wards an Authentic List of the Commanders of the English 
Host in King Henry V.'s Expedition to France." Another 
relates to "Milton: a Sheaf of Gleanings after his Biogra- 
phers and Annotators." Another treats of that almost mythi- 
cal character, " The Ballad Hero, Robin Hood." But the tract 
in that series which excited the most interest among our New- 
England historical. students is the one relating to the " Found- 
ers of New Plymouth," in which the author locates the 
early church of Clifton and Robinson and Brewster ; the 
church where Bradford worshipped, (coming over from 
the neighboring village of Austerfield, in the adjoining 
county;) the church from which the emigration was made 
to Holland, twelve and thirteen years before the " Mayflower " 
bore her precious freight to Plymouth. Scrooby, in Notting- 
hamshire, the location of that church while in England, must 
henceforth be deemed the cradle of New England. Indeed, 
Mr. Hunter's motto, enclosing a miniature map of that region, 
is, Maximce gentis incunabula. 

A reference to our volumes of Collections will show the 
service which Mr. Hunter has rendered to this Society by his 
contributions ; but one special service I may be permitted 
briefly to refer to. I allude to his agency in procuring for us 
the copy of Bradford's manuscript " History of Plymouth Plan- 
tation," for publication in our Collections. I will not dwell 
upon details, as the particulars are sufficiently stated in the 
editorial preface to that work. Having at that time (some 
seven years since) the principal charge of a volume of Collec- 
tions, I gladly availed myself of the evidence presented to me 
that this manuscript History was reposing in the bishop's 
library at Fulham, and instantly took measures to ascertain the 
facts. Mr. Hunter was the person of all others who at once 
occurred to me as the most fit to apply to. No one in England 
had done so much to illustrate the history of the Pilgrims. 
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Besides, he was a member of this Society, and a correspond- 
ent of my own. The application made was at once responded 
to, and with a success which is well known. After receiving 
the copy of the work, I immediately set about preparing it 
for the press. The text was a special object of care. Mr. 
Hunter very kindly wrote me that he should retain the origi- 
nal manuscript for a time, in order to answer any inquiries I 
might desire to make, where a reference to the original would 
be required ; and I very freely availed myself of this offer. 
Where I met with a doubtful word or sentence, I immediately 
made a note of it ; and almost every packet, for some weeks, 
carried over some inquiry. Without doubt, I gave Mr. Hunter 
a good deal of trouble ; but he had invited it, and I was en- 
gaged on a conscientious work. But I shall ever feel under 
the highest personal obligations to him for his kindness and 
forbearance throughout ; and this Society owes him a debt of 
gratitude, and should cherish his memory with respect. I 
will detain the Society no longer, and give way to others. 

Mr. Savage also paid a tribute of respect to the de- 
ceased, and proposed that Mr. Deane be requested to 
prepare a Memoir of Mr. Hunter for the Society's Col- 
lections. The proposition was approved and adopted. 

Lyman C. Draper, Esq., of Madison, Mich., was 
elected a Corresponding Member. 

Mr. Saltonstall, Chairman of the Standing Commit- 
tee, called up the subject of holding the stated meetings 
of the Society in the evening during the present winter, 
which had been laid over at the last meeting. 

On motion of Mr. Savage, it was voted, That the So- 
ciety hold its stated meetings, for the succeeding months 
of the present winter, in the evening, at half-past seven 
o'clock. 
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Mr. Curtis, after a few remarks, offered the following 
vote : — 

Voted, That be a Committee to inquire and re- 
port to what extent an exchange of prisoners, during 
the American Revolution, was effected by the action of 
the King's Government on the one side, and the Conti- 
nental Congress on the other side, or by and between 
the respective military commanders ; and especially to 
ascertain and report whether, by such exchanges, the 
rights of sovereignty claimed by the Crown were sup- 
posed in England to have been in any way impaired or 
set aside. 

The vote was unanimously adopted. 

The President nominated the following gentlemen to 
constitute the Committee : viz., Jared Sparks, LL.D. ; 
Hon. Edward Everett ; George T. Curtis, Esq. ; Colonel 
Thomas Aspinwall ; Hon. Richard Frothingham ; Jo- 
seph Willard, Esq. ; Hon. Lorenzo Sabine ; Rev. George 
E. Ellis, D.D. ; and William Brigham, Esq. 

On motion of Mr. Paige, it was voted, That the Stand- 
ing Committee be authorized to call a special meeting, 
at such time as they may deem expedient, to hear the 
Report of this Committee. 

Mr. Robbins (C.) presented to the Society, from Wil- 
liam Vaux, Esq., of Philadelphia, a valuable collection 
of paper currency issued by the States of Maryland and 
Pennsylvania in the years 1773 and 1774. 



